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: The Editor's Corner

THE
EDITOR'S CORNER

1U8m
tal NTH E

and 20'S the rna·
jority opinion was that this country
represented some new kind of earth·
ly perfection. Perhaps in a gin and
Ford way it did, but the social criti·
cism that showed its underside was
important. It worked fOJ; balance
and realism. And because it was important it was interesting (e. g.,
Mencken, Anderson, Hemingway,
Dos Passos...). Todat the majority
opinion is that, because this country
has been surrounded by the world.
we live in a new kind of earthly hell.
Perhaps in a hydrogen and hysteria
way we do. But the social criticism
that keeps exposing the obvious is
not important. It works for imbal·
ance and unrealism. And because it
is not important it is not really interesting. From Philip Wylie to a New
Yorher story to symposia in Partisan
Review. To hit the side of a barn is
no trick, whether you use a stiletto
or a pumpkin.
The age of the Expatriate gives
way to the age of the Disaffiliate
(Lawrence '-Upton's term). One
washes hands of the whole thing and
concentrates on one's personal hell,
or goes into science or disengaged
criticism. All of these choices represent action and offer as reward
Knowledge. As. against contempla.
tion and capir;;1 t Truth.
This is interesting because it is
right in terms of necessity. It seems
IO'S

we are in one of those periods in history when action and Truth get out
of workable balance. For the time
being, the latter has lost most of its
weighL As an operating principle,
Truth is hardly allowed to matter
today. At least no truth beyond the
fact that life is in mass danger.
What else can really (i.e., in reality) matter compared to that? Morali·
ty? Presumably one bad girl started
it all: and if, slogging alone in our
lead suit we should chance upon her
under some remote mountain, we
are not apt to lecture her on ethics.
Once you posit human life, the preserving of it is the only basic morali·
ty. Which is perhaps why the wisest
men have never seen. Truth as an
excuse for killing, though it remains
a favorite, and as many people have
been killed for truth as for falsehood.
One remembers Raskolnikov's dream
toward the end of Crime and Punishment.
Perhaps there is only one moral
crusade currently available: a no-war
to make the world safe for life.

tM

CONTRIBUTORS
JOHN ADAIR, formerly a member of
the teaching staff in anthropology at
Cornell, is now Research Associate,
doing work in the southwest on the
Navajo anq Zuni Indians. He is the
author of The Navajo and Pueblo
Silversmiths (University of Oklahoma Press).
LoRRAINE "NAUSS CALHOUN lives in
Florida. "The Annual Picnic" is her
first publication in fiction.
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A Disting!tished Quarterly
NOW IN ITS FOURTEENTH YEAR
in the summer issue:
Featuring discussions of the implications, dangers, and constructive possibilities foreseeable in "social enginettring" arid mass
manipulation. The central article is "The Specter Predictable
Man" by Andrew Hacker. Also: a study of the utopianism of Edward Bellamy by George J. Becker; "Cultural Barriers to Point
Four" by Chester L. Hunt (a clearly-argued proposition that
modern technology and cultural upheaval go together and thOat
we cannot expect to export our industrial knowhow in a cultural
vacuum); fiction, poetry, and unusually compreh~nsive discussions of recent important books.
f

ot

in recent issues:
'54: "The New American Painting" by Geoffrey Wagner,
"Confession and Return" by Murray Hausknecht (a sociologist'S interpretation of the function of public confession for excommunists, with special reference to Whittaker Chambers),
"Eugene O'Neill" by N. Bryllion Fagin, "This Is Puerto Rico"
by T. Swann Harding, and "ANew Metaphysics and a New
Program for Liberalism" by D. W. Gotchalk.
SPRING

'53-'54: "Roosevelt and Hoover" by R. G. Tugwell, three
articles on diplomacy and foreign policy, and "Public Education
at the Crossroads" by Robert A. Skaife.
WINTER

'53: A special roundup of six articles on the general theme
of "Liberty, Civil and Academic" and two articles on "Liberal
and Conservative." .:
FALL

$3 per year - 75 cents per copy - Yellow Springs, Ohio
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DANIEL CURLEY is Assbtant Professor
of English at State Teachers College,
Plattsburgh. N.V. He has published
a good many stories, most recently
"A Spring" (New·Story, November
1952) and "The Night of the Two
Wakes" (Accent, Summer 1953).
ELLIS FOOTE lives in Moab, Utah.
Most of his publication has becn in
poetry, including three &>oks and a
number of poems in various maga·
zincs.
MARVIN Fox. a Contributing Editor
of Judaism, is Assistant Professor of
Philosophy at Ohio State University.
He has published a good deal of
work in philoSQphy and religion.
ROSE GRAUBA~T, who did the cover
symbol, recently had her first show
at the Morris Gallery, N.V.C.
CLARK GRIFFITH has published mao
terial on American literature in
Modern Philology, University of
Toronto Quarterly . .. He is Instructor in English at Harvard
RODERT HUTCIIINSON has published
short stories and poetry in Harper's
Magazine, New Yorher, J'()ices . .. A
book of his poems will be published
this year by Alan Swallow.
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CHARLES KAPLAN is Assistant Professor of English at Roosevelt College,
Chicago. He has published criticism
in The Explicator, American Litera·
lure, Antioch Review ...
LESLIE KATZ has written on the arts
for Partisan Review, Art News. and
others. Presently working on fiction
and essays. he lives in New York City.
GEORGE BRANDON SAUL is Professor
of English at the University of Connecticut. Among his recent books are
The Shadow of tht; Three QUf!f!ns
(Ancient and Medieval Irish Litera·
ture and Its Backgr~unds)and Handbook of English Grammar and Writing Conventions, bath published last
year by Stackpole Co. He is at present engaged on Prolegomena to the
Study of Yeats's Poems, in collabora·
tion with T. R. Henn and R. K.
Alspach.
WINFIELD TOWNLEY SCOTT, a wellknown poet. is doing a series of literary essa ys combining reminiscence
and critique, of which "John Wheelwright and His Poetry" is one. Oth·
ers previously publish.cd include
" 'Our Town' and the Golden Veil"
(J'irginia Quarterly) and "A Journal
for Henry Beston" (Discovery # 3).
ELIZABETH SPARHAWK.JONES is repre·
sented in the collections of the Met·
ropolitan Museum of Art, the Art
Institute o~ Chicago, the Addison
pallery of ,\merican Art, the Murdock Collection of the Wichita Art
Museum. and numerous private col·
continued on page 243
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